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ABSTRACT

This research thesis aims to compare literary elements such as titles,
contents, plots, theme, characters, scenes, concepts, particles, and literature
appearing in "Sangthong" in Thai version with "Kyongsang" Khmer version, and to
compare the social and cultural interpretation existing in Sangthong" in Thai version
with "Kyongsang" Khmer version. In the social and cultural aspects, religion and
beliefs, values, politics and classes, it was studied from two literary texts, namely
Sangthong literature written by the King Samdach Prah Buddha Lertlahnaphalai of
Silapa Bunnakarn in 2002, and Kyongsang literature in Khmer version of the Buddhist
Institute of Buddhasana Bandit in 1961 (translated by the researcher) by using the
concept of comparative theory in literature as a research instrument including the

concept of comparing literary elements, particles, social and cultural concepts.

The result of the research study manifested that the comparison literary
elements of these two texts, consisting of similarities and differences, namely the
naming of ‘the titles found that the titles are different. "Sangthong" literature in the
Thai version'was ' named ‘based on the nature of the birth, skin, and characteristics of
the protagonist. Whereas, "Kyongsang" literature in the Khmer version was named
based on the nature of the birth of the protagonist. In the content of the story, it
demonstrated that in Sangthong literature has only the ancient object, which is the
only element of the story. On the contrary, in Kyongsang literature, there are many

ancient objects, spells, Othan tenses, as elements of the story. In the theme of the



story, it showed that the central theme was different, which was the jealousy and
loss in power. In the story of the Sangthong, it is jealousy and loss in power of the
mistress. Regarding the Kyongsang literature, it is the creation of the Bodhisattva's
prestige and Buddhist principles, and a different theme of Sangthong literature is faith
and loyalty of a wife to her husband, as in Buddhist principles. Whereas in
Kyongsang, it is the jealousy and loss in power of one wife to another. The fidelity
and loyalty of the wife to the husband manifest that each character has their own
different roles both good and bad sides while the name of the characters and the
royal name, the number of characters also vary. In the scene, it articulates that there
are similar and different scenes. Each scene has different details, yet the concept
has found that the main idea is the same; it is the meritocracy and the Buddhist
beliefs. There are different sub-concepts that in Sangthong literature is love,
unjudgmental people based on their appearances, gratitude, while in Kyongsang
literature that is love, gratitude. In the particles of the story, it shows that the particle
of characters and events have the same features; the particle of objects are different
as in Kyongsang literature as. it has more particles of the object than in Sangthong
literature. In the literary art aspect, it articulated that in Sangthong literature was
written as poetry and plays. On the other hand, Kyongsang literature was composed
as epic words in terms of rhetoric movies, rhythm, and literary rhetoric, which it was
found that it was composed as an advertisement as well. The comparison of social
and cultural interpretations in terms of society and culture, it demonstrates that
there are ways of life, wisdom, and traditions, having both the same and different
features. According to religion and beliefs, it articulates that Thai and Khmer society
mainly practice Buddhism. Furthermore, there are also beliefs in Hinduism and
traditional beliefs, as-well as values. It'is found that in a society, there are both good
and bad human beings; as a result, there are good and bad values in society. In the
political aspect, it shows the same characteristics, that is, rule by an absolute
monarchy which has a king with the greatest power to rule the country. On the
international relation perspectives, it is found that both texts have bound
relationships with Roi Et Muang. In other aspects, it acclaims that in Kyongsang

literature has mentioned various cities which had sent tributes to Phrah Kyongsang



by Southeast Asian nations and European countries. In the class aspects, it shows
similar characteristics, which have four classes such as king, boss, noble, ordinary

people (villagers), which each class has different roles and responsibilities.

The comparison of literary elements, social and cultural interpretations
makes sense of the author's concept, which aimed at educating and entertaining
readers through religious principles. By using these literary arts, it becomes more
beautiful which makes it popular in every age and era. These two literary texts are
originated from the same place but utilizing their respective national languages which

give them the same and different characteristics.

Keyword : Comparison, Literature, Sangthong, Kyongsang
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